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t h o u g h t s  f r o m  p r o v e r b s ,  e c c l e s i a s t e s  a n d  j o bRea d  E ccl e s i a s te s  1 : 1 - 1 1  

1 . W h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  fo r  yo u  i n  t h i s  pa s s age ?  W h a t  i s  yo u r  i n i t i a l  rea c t i o n  to  t h e s e

wo rd s ?

2 . T h e  B ook  o f  P rove r b s  p rov i d e s  a  fa i r ly  bl a ck  a n d  w h i te  o r i e n t a t i o n  towa rd  t h e

wo r l d .  How  d oe s  E ccl e s i a s te s  beg i n  to  ch a l l e n ge  t h a t ?  

3 . W h a t  g i ve s  l i fe  m ea n i n g ?  W h a t  t h i n g s  s e e m  to  t a ke  m ea n i n g  a wa y  f ro m  l i fe ?  

4 . T h e  ‘ p rea ch e r ’  o r  ‘ tea ch e r ’  i n  E ccl e s i a s te s  s a y s  t h a t  a l l  i s  ‘ va n i t y ’  o r  ‘ m ea n i n g l e s s ’ .

T h e  He b rew  wo rd  fo r  t h i s  i s  ‘ h evel ’  w h i ch  m ea n s  s o m e t h i n g  l i ke  b rea t h ,  va po u r ,  o r

s m oke .  How  m i g h t  t h i s  a l te r  yo u r  u n d e rs t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  pa s s age ?

5 . I n  w h a t  wa y s  i s  l i fe  l i ke  a  va po u r ?  W h e re  a n d  w h e n  d o  yo u  n ot i ce  t h i s ?  

6 . Rea d  ve rs e  8  aga i n .  W h e re  d o  yo u  n ot i ce  t h i s  l a ck  o f  s a t i s fa c t i o n  tod a y ?  How  a bo u t

i n  yo u r  l i fe ?  

7 . W h e re  d o  pe opl e  m o s t  o f te n  l ook  fo r  s a t i s fa c t i o n  i n  l i fe ?  W h a t  d oe s  t h e  p rea ch e r

s a y  a bo u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?

8 . W h a t  a re  s o m e  wa y s  pe opl e  s e ek  to  a vo i d  t h e  te m po ra r y  o r  ‘ va po u r ’ - l i ke  n a t u re  o f

l i fe ?  

9 . How  co u l d  t h e  te m po ra r y  n a t u re  o f  l i fe  a c t u a l ly  co n t r i b u te  to  o u r  s e n s e  o f  bea u t y

a n d  m ea n i n g ?
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