
 

John Newton ● Luke 15:1-10  

Small Group Questions 
 

 
• How do you understand grace? 

• What is most attractive to you about Jesus eating with sinners (Luke 15:1-2)?  

• What is most shocking? 

• Why were the religious leaders upset? 

• Have you ever been upset by the wideness of God’s mercy? 

• Is grace sometimes unfair? 

• What strikes you about John Newton’s story? 

• If God forgives a slave trader, can God forgive a serial killer? A pedophile? 

• Is it possible to fall beyond God’s grace? 
 

• Consider the following story from Philip Yancey: 
 

I told a story in my book The Jesus I Never Knew, a true story that long afterward continued to 
haunt me. I heard it from a friend who works with the down-and-out in Chicago: A prostitute 
came to me in wretched straits, homeless, sick, unable to buy food for her two-year-old 
daughter. Through sobs and tears, she told me she had been renting out her daughter—two 
years old!—to men interested in kinky sex. She made more renting out her daughter for an hour 
than she could earn on her own in a night. She had to do it, she said, to support her own drug 
habit. I could hardly bear hearing her sordid story. For one thing, it made me legally liable—I’m 
required to report cases of child abuse. I had no idea what to say to this woman. At last, I asked 
if she had ever thought of going to a church for help. I will never forget the look of pure, naive 
shock that crossed her face. “Church!” she cried. “Why would I ever go there? I was already 
feeling terrible about myself. They’d just make me feel worse.”  

• Why do people often associate the church with judgement? 

• How might we better reflect God’s grace? 
 

 


