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Read Luke  Chapter  1  

P r io r  to  the  event  o f  the  Annunc ia t ion  (when the  Ange l
v is i ted  Mary )  there  was  a  per iod  o f  400 years  o f  s i lence .
Take  some t ime to  cons ider  how long  400 years  i s .  How do
you  th ink  the  scat te red  Hebrew ex i les  managed to  keep a
th read o f  fa i th  th rough a l l  o f  these  genera t ions?  How
surpr is ing  wou ld  i t  have  seemed when the  Ange l  Gabr ie l
sudden ly  appeared  to  Zechar iah  and then  to  Mary  &
Joseph?

Cons ider  Mary ' s  song as  a  poet ic  response  to  the  b less ings
that  E l i zabeth  pronounces  over  Mary .  What  fee l ings  o r
emot ions  does  the  song evoke?  What  a re  the  pr imary
themes?  Who or  what  i s  the  song about?  Is  the  song
pr imar i l y  look ing  ahead or  i s  i t  descr ib ing  events  tha t  have
a l ready  occur red?

Based on  Mary ' s  song and ac t ions ,  what  can  you  in fe r  about
her  charac ter?  What  do  we  know about  her  c i rcumstances?
Why  do  you  th ink  God chose  Mary  to  car r y  H is  ch i ld?

Do you  agree  w i th  C .S .  Lewis  tha t  the  Incarnat ion  (God
becoming human)  i s  the  Cent ra l  Mi rac le  o f  Chr is t ian i t y  and
that  a l l  o ther  mi rac les  p repare  fo r  i t ,  exh ib i t  i t  o r  resu l t
f rom i t .  Cons ider  o ther  mi rac les  in  the  sc r ip tu res  and
discuss  how they  might  re la te  to  the  Incarnat ion .

Read Ph i l ipp ians  2 :  1 - 1 1 .  Why  i s  i t  s ign i f icant  tha t  God
chose  to  come to  Ear th  in  such  humble  c i rcumstances?

Cons ider  Hebrews  2 : 14 , 15  as  we l l  as  Hebrews  4 : 14-16  and
John 1 : 14 .  Why  does  i t  mat te r  tha t  God became human?
How does  th is  p lay  out  in  our  day- to-day  fa i th?  Why  i s  th is
Good News?
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