HISTORY OF THE LABYRINTH


Mazes and a range of labyrinth designs are found all around the world in many cultures and civilizations. They are found carved in rock, ceramics, clay tablets, mosaics, manuscripts, stone patterns, turf, hedges, and cathedral pavements. The earliest known designs are about 3000 years old. The significance of them is as varied as the cultures in which they arose. 
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In Medieval times the labyrinth was incorporated into Christian worship as a spiritual exercise.  Medieval pilgrims acted out their search for God, following the path of the labyrinth in the cathedral on their knees as a means of prayer, or to symbolize the journey to Jerusalem, or as a ritual to mark the end of a pilgrimage. People walked it on the eve of their baptism or confirmation, as an aid to contemplative prayer in Holy Week, and as an illustration both of the life of the Christian and of the life of Christ.  But after medieval times the spiritual uses of labyrinths were forgotten, and they fell into disuse. Many were destroyed between the 17th and 19th centuries.

In recent years labyrinths have been rediscovered as a Christian spiritual tool .The labyrinths of the current revival have mostly been based on the Chartres pattern, although often adapted to suit circumstances.  Many of the new wave of 'alternative worship' groups in the UK, Australia and New Zealand have incorporated labyrinths into the forms of worship that they are pioneering.  


The labyrinth here at Varsity Bible Church during Holy Week (March 29 – April 2, 2010) blends the ancient practice of labyrinth walking with contemporary popular 
culture - music, televisions, computers and things from everyday life. This use of what might be termed 'icons of the present' suggests that the holy can be represented in the language of the here-and-now, of which popular culture is a significant part. God meets us in the stuff of everyday life, in the real world.

The result is not, in any normal sense, a church service, but an interactive environment resembling a contemporary art installation, self-evidently constructed and playful, with visitors coming and going as they please during opening hours. However, this installation offers more than an aesthetic experience - it will take you on a spiritual journey.  

(This material is partly copied and adapted from http://web.ukonline.co.uk/paradigm/historypage1.html  by  Kevin & Ana Draper, Steve Collins, Jonny
